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[English translation]

We would like to express our deepest condolences on the passing of former chairman Sano. I' m Kikuchi, who has been
appointed as the new chairman. The Sano city cultural promotion foundation was established with the aim of carrying out
projects that contribute to promotion of culture in Sano city. During that time, the social and economic situation has changed
significantly. The former chairman made an effort to evolve the foundation into independent as possible, because we received a
lot of donation from citizens. As what citizens want has changed since the foundation was established, we must now actively
propose how the foundation can create opportunities for everyone to come into contact with culture. Unfortunately, there is no
end to conflict in the world. Imagine a daily life where you have to only think about living in conflict and hunger. Living in a city
without culture or where culture is disregarded is similar to that situation. Even if people cannot live in a stable life, we have
been connected since ancient times to the fact that culture makes society peaceful. We would like to work with you to build a
new society and culture on the present society and culture created by such the people and pass it on to the generation. On the
other hand, we are filled with diverse values. Many people from overseas live in Sano city. Japanese has absorbed various
cultures and new cultures. There are many different sensitivities to culture and art, so we aim to provide such sensitivities and
awareness to you.
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